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The press play an extrowsiy iniport ant wule . The eonetent porsuit
of the press to see wheter it contains objeetionable watters to Telam
is important . Here , again let us face the size and dimnentions of
the proplein . Here in Britain . the position is asme What different
bl herﬁm . I one writes a ledter to the neWspopers it has a betoer
changs of it heing published . Buf m o large nombsr of news papers
in the Uniten Sates . the chance of getting n Ietter printed is
sbaolutely nil .

C;m the individoal Sevel | hewwver | pectioularly v thoses
of crisis & great deal ean be deneand here oo nol snctigh s been
dope to ablmel Individoals and hodies af Westeren  opinion fowards
Iolsm mnd Islumbo cawuses . Too often in owur own eonvictlon thal
Wea-nra right , we simply repeat this fnet o obhers without going
inho the roasens why we eonsider ouvselves to ba mo . Too wmuch
is. imkes for pgramed . And | desbite the obstacles , too  muech
influsnce is asedhel Lo the power of our opponenbe |, partieslicly
to the Zionists , pavtiealarly bere in Britsln , o Stand onn be made
sgaingt them , I am swe .



the field of woomrunsl organiZibion | particularly nmong the pering -
nent residents o great desl has to be done . At the wowment , most
of these centres . nre livsle move than oontres for gossip and for coming
together to ddrink ten . The link shav cenlly exist Sheir between many
wembers is not renlly Provided by eotmuom balisd i Talam  but by
the fact of their coming from o smilar soeinl lLackground |, & similsy
cogntry . This problun of ercating o genuine lslamic community in
o mom - Muoslim counbry Fomains |

Another partial solution is posaibly peovided by the fact shat the
e of imigmbion . of , Wiltn ™ ean ba taken | in f{eet should be
taken ) , in the Brul ploes gol ooy exlernsl sense . o pther
words , 1 do nos shink that wo can say chai v is the duty
upon the Western Maslims to smiigrate physicully to anv ope of the
an - called lalpwic eountries . Firet of all | boosuse as we all boo
well ¥now . in nan of the Moalim gounlries docs there exist truly Tsla -
e stRke of =uoisty o owhieh be oight profitadly participate . Also
this © Hijpw " way and showld he weenplished  withio ons's own
wlf . One musl lewyve siPivitoally | meoolionally |, the pealm of dis-
beliel and ona  most eiler Ly of [l . And  this §s & process
whicli if taken serirusly and sonsistentiy Will ceoupy (he individual
for pmany vears of ms hife

Attrnebion te Telaw @ - The tase quealior is the sthiaeclion of
aep - Muslimg te Isluy . T bave aleendy deals wich this in part
by refering to vhe role that o Moslim mineeity community |, perm -
miuent of koo - permsanent , might  play if retains ite identity .
0f course , there ara other wmeasures and sieps that ean be taken,



wwl Some of Whe Arah trades who wens o Aldes wnd were wovy
influentinl in the propagation of lalew . [ think anis problem of the
altenction of nem - Mudimse to Tslum . in Bo o oss God allows us
b i Beo, et mek be separnzed from Bhe guestion of the waiate .
mepce  of  the identity of Muslim  cotmmunities in non - Muslin
sountries . The two go togeshar . Tn So [ar as Muslim eouuninties
in non - Mushine eountrins . vevain their idenlily shey will aulom-

tieally bwaome forees working foe thelr promagation of Lslow .

A Weatorn Muskim *

Srcondly , the gqnestion of Musliin Westerner or 8 Westerner
Muslig . In view of some of the foreoomg statements, this might soewm
s mecessary Kind of coptvadiction = lo other  wonl that  seseptnnes
of Islam by & Weslerner mequires wnd cabails a repuneistion of not
least of park ofhis culture and heritage and wilheoe doubt rhis is
true , Beyond this however we musl ask owsalves if it is possible
for & oan - Mnslini or a4 Western eotvers to lulum to live a fully
Tolamic life a5 an individual in o gon - Mustie eountry |, In other
words , Telam wol helng simply an sifnic betwesn mun and Gad
not simply  regulazing the relationship  hetnesn muu and Ghod |, bot
being also , based oe shal . & soclal polibies]l and economie system,
can We say ihat che wobued Muslio convern inoa non Muelim
pountr s living a fally  Telamic Jife iz s isolation . Thia 1 wast
adimit s un extremely Aiffioul gueslion . It ik solved parily 1y the
exislence of the immigrapt  eommumties o Ly the  ssnipermasnent
comamunties  of stwdents . wheroby o eommunal Ll I provided .
Nouetheless , one sees in wost oases that is vern inadequate . In



The position of these people s without doubt very diffieult . [n
most ensess theyire composped oppeapls of listle edueation whether religious
or non - religious and whomare foreed by ewonomic  necessity or by
politioal  perseestion 10 wmigrase  abrewd . Of The communities W
Britainn 1 onn not Spesk with geeat sathority . However | et us
face this : the forses working lo assimilate those communitiea not
simply in the Fnglish lfe bt iato e Loglish  wsy of lfe are
vory swrong . Newr Ban frencison thers Qv s community ol Tatars
sriginally frouy Kefan i Huesia . who have arrived te Amerien vig
Japan . Fean in lbeir homelwdd v KaZan . those People have beeu

wxposed for » number of centurics lo Rusmon mrsiian influsnces snd this (s

tn be wsen in the numbnr oi relatively impresut respecls in their
way oy life . With their coming o Aweries obviously this process
has been neeclnrated snd By wuy of illustration loh me tell youof the
storvol the project for the eviahlishmont of tha Sen ¥rancisco mosque

A momber of cloments in the Tortar sommunity wera 1o favour of
wsing ome of vhe floors 1 tho building for a mesque and theather

floar for w Bar sod w danee - ball . Nendless Lo say . this doss not
poesent Lhe wltivude of wll inetnhors {u Lhat eotomunity .

Possihly the way o tsekle thin problen is nolm by heing deleatist
and not simlpy by soeking for waya o stop che wesimi o ation and
totnl loss of Musiin  identity of these Meslim  ninoeities . Lot us
vementber  that Muslie  minorities however smail have n variouws
countries played & vory lsrge role {u the propagation of Tslwm . and
the econversion of wll comminities to lalam . One ecan think for
sxample of the Arab sud Indian Muslin trades who went to Malay

.



in the West and , lot us not dossive onrselves | this is not likely
i change . All tho expressions of goodwill | all the abtempls at so-
onlled dinlogue are possibly in individual ceses  siness  and well -
mennt , bub they are basieally ineffective . This has  hroome so
clear durihg recent svents . ( Ewen those umiversity professors or
Ambists who are not themesivdes Jaws or Zioniswe fail to mako
any exppession of public sympathy for the Arabs o Palestine or
tho Arab causa ) .

Thus having besn said this . what moeaning is  there 10 disouss
relutions betwesn Talim snd the West . There are thres guestions
whieti onn he realistieally dealt with here . Fiest of all | the sxsi-
tanoe of petmawvent mndl semi - pe;manent Musho  couununities in
Western coumries , tgat is to ssy , cownunities of peculs  that
originating “from a Muslim country but for ens sesson or ooming to
settls in & nen Muoelim eountrmy . Secondly the wmee of Western
sonvarts to Islum who chesse to vemnin in their countries of origlo
wnd lastly the question of the attraction of non - Muslims 1o Islam
pe individusls ,

Muslim Minorities : - Hare first of nll , & negsssary  distinetin
o be mede . T doal hore for exmnple not with the Muslim e -
unity i Tondin which |8 well established [or eontnries nnd  where on
ocension they have enjoved politieal mle |, where their roots am denp
pod whors tmany muy be in one sense sald to bo living in "Dar.
ul - Imlem . Y But I have in mind | osay | the TPalistani immi-
grants in  Britain , the Yemeni immigmnts o Britwin , oy tha
Turkish Tartans that | know in Amervies .

i -



motives , And this is wmore likely the ease today .

A Judaeo - Christian Heritage Newly - lFound |
What is new wbout prosent erusale is that tha liret crusade
in the Middle Ages was Airected agsinst Muslims [first but secindly
againet Jews . In tho erusade todny , we see that in the owwe wl
n 5o ealled Judes - Chrisian heritage whieh las Just been diseoveced
appacently Jews and Chyistians in eifsct unite against lslam - In America .
two themes in particulsy stand out in Zionist propuganda . First of
sll . that Isracl is so called demuerniic government , a demooratie
atate aud that that thersfore whatever ncts of theft or wurder it
commits is entirely Justified and secondly that there is something
enlled the Judeo - Christisn heritage which must be defended against
thoso Arsbs in spalestine whu are secking to destroy it . | think
it is ‘obvious from which side of the herilage this concept bas vri-

ginated and thor is no need 1o enlesge upon it .

To summarise what 1 have Just said =o far : first of all , it is
not meaningful strictly to speak of a contvast , an sbeclute contr -
ast helween the Woest and  Tslun  conceived aw of  asgeographieal
ideay which see slso evineident with veligions communitiss . First
of all , bocause the Muslim world so - ealled is no more than a
collection of countries which are assoclated By some Kind of hist -
ovieal teaditions  ond attechmwent to Isbwn |, bot  onfortunately net
by any living , actusl , proctistug Islam and also heonuse the Wesl
has ponstrated so fur in the Musluo world . into the counmunity
of Mushim entntiies  Despile this one mny alao sey thal theve is

o lnsting and continuing hostiiby agsinst Tshion aml U Muslim wolnl
T T



spoeified at all nor is it at all eloar why should he - find it repul -
wive . Wo Lave then n right to demand of this scholnr what i
procisely in Islam that he linds vepuleive and secondly to justify of
nitompt l? justifv. his polnt of view If neither af these is dlone
than we can assums that in the name of seience . in the pame of
objectivity and Knowledge . he is pursuing his struggle against lalam .

Apurt from Lbis there is tho interesting question whieh me pnzzels me
ot meny occasions: - why So mmeny Western seholors who roally feel
if nut repulsion the::. hosuiity  towards Islam . why should they
dovute their lives or a1 leost make it therr buminers ©n conoern
thomseives with Ialam ? And this is nol an  isolated easa which
I have just mensionsd . [ will mention another case out of wmy
own experionce |

If this is the state of Islamic soholnrship { naturlly 1 have bro-
ught extreme cnser to (llusteste my Point bot L think the themo is
hasionlly trus ) than what else may we sxpeel from the rest of Western
Community ? In fact one can say without any oxnggerstion that we
are {acing tedav o new crussde . To live in Amerion wis so estr-
omoly Painful experience while tho reeent hostilities take place in
the Middle East . Not = single dat passed withoul bemg snhjected
to wll kinds of malicious , Yatelul | insecwiate | ignomnt , slate -
wents and expressions of feelings against Muslios , against Islam
agninst Arnbs | sgainss any - thing Pertaining to these . This eru-
sl hae poseibly chaoged ite emPlasis and poupose | Tven in the
poriod of Middle Agsswhon the Westerners turned sgain<  bte lamd
if Tslnin , the religions ative wae oftan subordinated 1o ssonoinic

i



orientalist scholarishp of the past fifty years doing to or what has
it done to eradieste some of thofalss idens popularly held shout
Tsdun and ihe Nusliws . Unforiunasiely , the answer must ho very
lithle . for ot us not deceive onrsalves , wost of so called schions -
tie , ohjective , wendewic investigation of [slam  of Tslamic hist -
ory in Britain and more  particulary in Ameries , is one aspeot of
the emlinuing eruwade undetaken sgainst Tslum . One  soes today
pinny Muslion students coming to the West not  to wequire simply
the technulogionl learning of the West | but also to stody specifi -
eally Islamic subjects i a mon - Tslamic country uuder the supe -
rvision of pos Muslims . Quite framkly , 1 find this astonshing .
T ore famone University in Fnglind thers wera onos more than
twenty studenis sent by the government of Fgype with seholavships
to take their Ph . Ds in Arabic orin Talamic studies . Quite apart
from any other consi - derations , most of these students were alr-
eady more learned in Arabie Inngnage litersture . and thought than

thoss who are mesnt ko sopervise Lhem

Natorally wo ean not dewand or expect fzom non Muslim scholars
thintd innmedistely they beeome Moslims or abandon sll investigion of
lala . Obviously . lubam like anything olse i« o . legitiniate subjoct
of investigntion and inquiey . On lhe other hand , we do demand
of lhem that in their irquiry and investigation they are genuinely
ohjective . One sews for exnmple ome of the hetter known scholars,
Alterd Guillawwe |, iz his Penpguin book ou  Islam which enmjoys &n
anfortuuately wide esirculation |, quite openly sdmitting that e finds

severnl aspecis of the Quran vepulsive . Now these aspecis wre not
- O -



Tn the nincteenth coentury in puticulnr we See purnduiiull;r'n Kind
Of roversal propssands against ldam . Whereas in the - sevenbesnth
wnd sightisenth eonturies wWhen there was soue King of equalicy in terms
ol power betwesn the Muslinn workl and the Western nations , thero
WilE umj.'a.umﬁr“iun and al lonst an external allempi at rational
nrgument in edisigius O Tsluw . In fhe  nineteenth  eentury the
West  again finds itaell in  complete  contral through  imperialisu .
The adding of Western impedalism to Westorn atittudos about Tslam
wenl Logether with a very perious Christion wissioneey effort through
tlhe world . This rivienl of Christinrey sPirit in the ninot senth -
centuiy in comjuction with impedalion) also served rovive many of the
medieval Jegends and stories and we find these again baing ciroulated
Lt t'h_iq_ Ii.l:m:‘ o ulmmw‘lul legs erude form in the nincteenih century
by missionaries and alloged scholars .

Agaln , of comrse | conditions i the twenthteiury have ochanged .
The outward structare Of fmperialism and = wecompanying missio -
wary  front Dwve eollapsed . But  if we - look as hoth populsr
atittndes toward Tslam wnd writings of alloged sebolsrs on Tslam
we - can =till pee thal she firfst neousalions  nod calmumies  whbout
Iulam by Christisn  commuuibies of the Middle Fast in the early
Middle Ages persish and domioate Wesiorn  atittudes  lowand Telaw
oven  wMiny

The Crosade eonbinues

If this the Dhistory - albeit & very briof one - of Westorn
ptbitude W Ishwm , woe oy sk oursslves possibly what | if anyt -

hing . is present dny Western soholarship | that is Lo sy . Lhe
— H -



This body of polimical literature dirscted against Islam
first arose in the Christian communties of the Near East
as & reaction to Islam aund an attempt to preserve these
communties against the attraction of Islam . Boon it
appears tohave pass over from the Christian communties

of the Near East to medieval Furope and was thers con-
siderably expanded and added to .
This sttitude of complete hostility to , and ignorance

of , Islam subsisted until the end of medieval period. IN
part it was inspired no doubt by fear , fear of Islam
spreading toward Europe , and the nations of Westarn
Europe . became trained to a better position technologi -
cally to delen thamselves against what they thought of as
the threat of Islamy . WE then gee nchavge in emphasis,
No looger are the Muslems thought of as inherently and
necessarily dangerous, g0 dangerousin [act that the truth
about them could not be known . Rather the Muslim is

now seen as an equal rival and the propaganda againss
him must be somewhat more realistic .

A Return to Medieval propaganda .
From being an equal rival , the Muslims becoms an
unequal rival of the Westarn world and progressively

their homeland were subjected to Western dowmination .

7



wnd intensilied by the religious struggle batween Christi -
anity and Tslam . [t was in tbis religious struggle between
Christinnity and Islam that the whole body of Western

idens | c:'unmpta and feelings about Islam came to formed,

and with rewarkably fow changes , have persisted to the
present day to form the basic attitudes of people whether

learned or unlearned . 'This is an important thing to be
remnemberd when we speak of correcting misconceptions
about Islam existing in the Westwrn world .

And this is not s simple matter . These misconceptions
about Tslam are not merely external . Ove might say
they have become pa.rt'-nl.’ the Western cultural tradition-
sand , for the Weat to abandon these would be to abandon
its own heritage and its own uylluﬁk sbout life .

The well known author , Mubammad Asad , speaks in
thefact of the mentality of the Crusade persisting to the
present day , I would say , however , that this mentality
goes back even bafore the Crusade .1 migh trace its axis-
teoce right until today . It is not necessary to go into
the various liballione , malicious stories about Islam and
Prophet circulated in medieval Europe and , to a lesser
degree , ever sfoce . But one can review with profit the
varions changes which have tnken place .

SR =



mweaningiul to speak of Islam and the Islamic world on the
one hgnd ns opposed to the Western world on the ot thr
hand ? Does the Islamic world still really exist as an

entity iu ite beliels and nctions | clearly set off , from the

world of the West or not ? I think we must begin by
sayinge that this wot the case and When we speak of
[slam and the West we should not imagine this to be the
cnse . Of ten in wuch modern Islamic literature we find a
kind of mmple contrast between on the one band an
idealised lslamic world ( which unfertunately does not
exist. , where the values of Islam reigned supreme ,where
social and family life was regulated according to the
teaching of Islam and which have a spiritual and religious
basis for all ite modes of life ) and on the ot her hand

with over simnplified picture of the Weat which is concived
of as a realm of complete , unrelieved materialism . This
picknre , although of course not without its true aspects,
it basically false and unbelpful to the Muslems .

We should realise that to-day the kind of distinctions
that - existe among the early Muslems between tha dar-
ul - Islam and dar - ul - harb the realm of peace and
the realm outside that of Islam - is no longeran entirely
valid one . Why ? Above all , becanse we have seen that
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ISLAM AND THE WEST

by Dr. Mobammad AL - Maghribi

The topic Ielamn and thewest ig of cource an extremly
wide one , and even one might say ill -defined . What
exactly do we mean by Islam on the one hand and the
West on the other band ? Is it weaningful at all to speak
of Islam and the West ? and of any relations between
Islam and the West ? one can beg in by saying that this
queetion , however real and uoreal , is one which bad
occupied , even pre - occupied , the thinking of Muslems
close on two hudredyears now .

We can probably date this from the first eontact between
Eurepean imperialism and the Muslem Near East | namely
Napoleon's invasion of Egypt in 1800 in the reign of the
Mameluk donasty . Of course , it is true that before that
there had been conflict between vhe Brit ish andthe Musle
ms in India , but this is not so clear and understandable
& beginning of Western penet ration and infiltration in the
Muslem worlb .

As we lind ourselves to - day , i it however still
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